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Gasoline Alley

By PETE PIRNIE

The New York State Depart-
mentof Environmental Conser-
vation has tolerated the presence
of petroleum contamination at
the Borodino Four Corners for at
leastadecade. Various technical
-workers complain that a plume
of gasoline spreads underroutes
174and 41. Reputable realtors and
the community atlarge main-
tainﬂm:mxdergrﬁuﬂggn-oleum
storage tanks existed uphill from

some instancesforced tomove
out to protect their health. '

Duringarecent investigation Four

the New York State Department
of Health tested eight individual
drinking water supply wells in
relation to previously identified

spills of fuel oil and gasoline. In

the wells tested, no evidence was
found to indicate a public health
threat. However, the irony of the
situation is that town of Spafford
Supervisor Gordon Ireland
would not allow testing of the
Kissane property (that in my
opinion)wassuspect. I therefore
conclude that the most contami-
nated well was omitted from the

: NYSDOHrefport.HasSuperv-isor

Ireland demanded demolition of
the Kissane house at 1865 East
Lake Road in order to conceal

~variousirregularities? Afterall,

this structure was not consid-
ex_,_tedadergl;ctpropertyunder‘
prior Community Development
Slum Clearance grants. e
;I.izndersfanﬁthattheDECIsh '
powemﬂagencyaasimgdt_be_tgg i

i

trackrecord for failing toactina
timely manner to prevent
catastrophes, isreplete with
examples such as the notorious
tiredump endangering Oneida
Lake. And the Marks Farm _
liguid manure spill in Lowville.
Thelatter event jeopardized
water supplies along a 50-mile
corridor including the city of
Watertown. The pristine Black
River was compromised fora
major part of its length.

Guided by Skaneateles Lake
Watershed Rules and Regula-
tions, Iagain wrote to the
Onondaga County Health
Department asking for tests tobe
performed at the Kissanesite,
‘Youguessed it-noresponse. It's
stunning to witness governmen-

0 talbreakdownonalllevels.Our
- localexperience with agency

ude is amicrocosm of the
ng associated with the

s note: The author is founder of
Rural Improvement, a group
Ww#rm:‘ung health and safety




