Skaneateles Press, March 9, 2005

Open appeal to Supervisor Ireland
To the editor:
I have repeatedly asked Supervi​sor Ireland, the town board’s presiding officer, to curb disorderly conduct at town meetings. Profanity, intimidation, verbal abuse and threats are never appropriate - and certainly not in government meet​ings.

Citizens have a right to request the floor at town board meetings and certainly at public hearings — and when recognized should be listened to respectfully even if the Supervisor disagrees with their perspective. When angry profanity from the town board table or name calling and heckling from the back of the room is allowed by the Supervisor when it supports him, yet the gavel is slammed down hard on a citizen respectfully asking a legitimate, but uncomfortable question (What progress has been made regarding audit discrepancies?), than the public is not being properly served.

Last month the Supervisor allocated most of a 30-minute public forum to one individual who advocated for the Supervisor. Much of the “presentation” was intimida​tion and included.screaming into a microphone to illustrate various levels of “yelling,” the argument that a master plan is racist because it contains the word master and berating a woman who might have asked for help from law enforcement.

It is inappropriate to allow this prolonged hostility and abuse and then suggest that other scheduled citizens not be heard because “time had run out. “The citizens Mr. Ireland attempted to dismiss volunteered many hours to chair town committees and had prepared scheduled reports regarding town business - albeit business the Supervisor prefers the Board had not voted to endorse.

Individuals (with microphone) appeared ready to interrupt the scheduled presentations freely, but were thwarted when the Police arrived. Supervisor Ireland says he doesn’t like law enforcement at his meetings. Surely, he understands why they are there? Encouraging or allowing animosity and verbal violence is intimidation - and can result in physical violence.

Mr. Ireland, last month I appealed again to you for moderation and was told you allowed profanity in your meeting because you were “sick and tired” of the person targeted and you excused comments from a group (at least one of your town employees?) who yelled out that the Grange Hall should be torched because, like you,  
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