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Stakes are very high in Spafford electlon

By MIkE WAHLRAB

What will Spafford be like in
five years, 10 years? Should the
people of Spafford have a voice in
how their town changes? Can
growth and development be
guided? How can we preserve
what we cherish about our town?

There is one thingeveryone in
Spafford seems toagree on: The
town’srolling hills, high vistas,
ruralcharacter and two lakes -
all within commuting distance
of several cities makes Spafford a
great place tolive. Spafford
residentsalsocherish the fact
that Spafford is quiet, with open
spacesand “outoftheway”-a
place to enjoy nature and pri-
vacy. We have all hoped that none
of this would change and fora -
long time Spafford remained a
“Sleewr 1"

But change has come to
Spafford. Building permits
exceeded last year’s total in the
first six months of this year.
Spafford’s vistas are dotted with
new construction; old lakeside
campsare demolished and
replaced by large homes. The
Spafford golfcourserevealsa
potential plan to replace halfthe
course withas many as 30 new
homes. With sparse, outdated
zoningand no commercial
zoning, town governmentis :
unprepared for thegrowth,
developmentand change thatis
wellunderway ;

Residents complain of their
wells being compromised as new
wells proliferate. Construction
displaces soiland rock, downhﬂl :

properties suddenlyfacedrain-
age or storm water problems. -
Roads are damaged by frequent
heavy construction traffic. The -
town is faced with new expendi-
tures toaccommodate growth -
what are the options? Shouldn’t
developersbe asked toshare in
the costs their projects cause our
taxpayers? With more expensive
homes, isthere more tax money
collected? How is it spent?

- Volunteers and community
organizationseager to provide
leadership and resources for
youth programs, an active
library, acommunity center,
support for parks and recreation,
lake access for town residents, all
backed off in 2005 citing frustra-
tions with town government.

Many are asking: what is that

tower erected in afield just off Rt.

41 in Spafford? Inquiries reveal
that its purpose is to measure
wind-in preparation fora
possible wind farm. Rising
several hundred feet high,
windmills will alter vistas for

‘many miles. Whatare the pros

and cons of such a project? What
will be the impact on the commu-
nity, onnearby residents?

The 2005 Spafford election is
our most important town

_election in many decades. Two

local parties present very differ-
ent platforms. Spafford Party

expects town officials topn:‘sue

tramingrega.rdingconsenaus.
planning, zoning, fiscaland

- management issues and to be

highly responsive tocitizens,
Neighbors First Party seeks to

v “perpetuate"the existing leader-

shipstyle and calls for no “agen-
das.” Neighbors First argues that
existing regulationszoningare
adequate, and questions whether
there isany need for planning.
Spafforg Party states acommit-
ment to preserving rural charac-
ter, open spaces, lake quality, the
agricultural base and balancing
the demands these place on the
town through the active input of
Spaffordresidents. Spafford
Party argues that updating 1970’s
zoning and a plan to preserve
rural Spafford are priorities.
Uncontrolled growth should not
mold Spafford, the people of
Spafford should haveadirectand
formalsay in how their town
willdevelop.

The platforms of Spafford
Party and Neighbors First could
not be more different and the
outcome on Nov. 8 will affect
Spafford for the rest of this
decade and far beyond.

How will voters know how to
make the best choice? Howcan
voters find out more about the
issues and the qualifications of
the candidates? The public and
alltown candidates are invited to
apublic forum anddebate to be
moderated by the League of

- Woman Voters in the month of

October. Watch for upcoming
_ Michael Wahirab, a local businessman
and resident of Spafford, submitted this

o aruck on behalf of Citizens for Spafford,
@ non-partisan community issues group
~ since 2003, committed to public discus-

sion of town issues and open public
forums. He is a chalrperson of the
S#aﬂbrdPany .




